ATTENDANCE AT CHESTERTON – INFORMATION FOR PARENTS

At Chesterton we encourage and promote good attendance and punctuality in a wide variety of ways including certificates and rewards where appropriate.  All pupils are expected to attend regularly and the school has set a minimum attendance target of 93.5%.
If you are worried about your child or there are any issues which, you feel, may affect their attendance please contact the school so that we can offer you help and support.   You can contact the Pupil Support Office by calling 01223 712155 or contact the main school reception by calling 0845 0920375.
The CCC leaflet School Attendance –information for parents/Carers is available for download from our website.

Absence

If your child is unwell or absent for other reasons, please contact the school by 8.50 am either by calling: 0845 0920376 (Pupil Absence only)
or by email: attendance@chesterton.cambs.sch.uk
Please continue to call each day that your child is absent.  If we do not receive a call or email telling us that your child will not be in school we will automatically send out Truancy Call.

Truancy Call

Truancy call sends an automated phone call and emails to all contacts on our system when students are absent from school if the school has not already been informed.  Parents are asked to respond to the message to say they are aware of their child’s absence and to provide a reason.  If parents do not respond to Truancy Call they will continue to be called repeatedly throughout the day.
Late system
Any student that misses registration must come to the Attendance hatch to sign in and give a reason for their lateness.  If it is for a medical appointment we need to have evidence of this from the surgery or hospital.  More than 2 lates in one week will result in 20 minutes detention at lunchtime.  Late arrival may mean a child missing crucial parts of their learning and cause disruption to the teaching of other children.

Holiday Absence

The law stipulates that ‘parents should not normally take pupils on holiday during term-time’.  Parents do not have any right or entitlement to take their child out of school for a term-time holiday, and we will not as a rule authorise leave for holidays unless there are exceptional circumstances. If leave is taken without authorisation the absence will be recorded as unauthorised.
A holiday application letter and the CCC leaflet Family Holidays during term time are available for download from our website or from school on request.
