Helping your child succeed at Chesterton!  Top 10 tips!

How can you help your child succeed at Chesterton?  
Some of these are based on research, some are generally accepted as good practice but all are offered, not as scientifically proven, but simply as advice, based on many years of education.
10. 
Consider removing TVs and computers from bedrooms or enforce strict limits on things like the use of chat sites like MSN

9. 
Work on getting and maintaining good relationships with staff at the school; if you have a productive relationship with people things just go better

8. 
Find out as much as you can about the school – the most important policies like the homework policy and the behaviour policy, so that you can work effectively with us
7. 
Encourage your child to work hard and play hard.  School isn’t just about passing exams; encourage your child to join in; sport, other extracurricular activities, trips.  Playing hard should involve some exercise outside of school.  Helping your child to take regular exercise is one of the most important gifts you can give them for their later lives

6. 
Help your child to be ready for school each day:  correctly dressed, with the correct equipment, school bag packed, and breakfast eaten

5. 
Attendance is crucial:  On time every time; here every day.

4. 
Maintain a regular dialogue with the school:  contact us immediately with any concerns, give us constructive criticism, attend all parents’ evenings; and help if you can e.g. by attending PTA meetings and events
3. 
Encourage your child to read at home.  The ability to read and write well is one of the keys to success at school:  if your child is a reluctant reader, do what you can to overcome that:  magazines, newspapers, comics, buy books as presents, use rewards to encourage reading, read together

2. 
Help your child to learn in effective ways:  Reading though notes in silence is the most common learning strategy used by pupils at home, but probably the least effective.  We learn best when we teach:  if your child is learning about the digestive system in science ask them to teach you about the digestive system.  There is a wealth of literature in this area; examples are Tony Buzan’s books, ‘Mind Maps for Kids’ and ‘Use your Head.’

1.

Take an interest day to day.  So many parents of children at secondary age say:  ‘Look, I ask Johnnie how it’s going and he just grunts or says ‘all right’ and that’s all I can get out of him.’  We know this is true.  But keep at it, ask what they are learning in different subjects, find out about their homework, help with their homework, celebrate their successes, show them that education really matters and school work matters.  The children of parents who take an interest do better at school, simple as that!

